
Вариант II (I полугодие) 

Часть I. Чтение  

Task 1. Read the newspaper texts, decide where they come from and 

match each of the headings A—I to one of the texts 1-7 as shown in the 

example (0). There is only text to every heading. One heading is extra. 

A Transport 

В Celebrity 

С Shopping 

D Guide to Comedy 

E Business 

F Nature 

G Health 

H Crime 

I Politics 

Ex a mp l e :  

0. Agatha Miller would, of course, become Agatha Christie — and when you look 
at  how the self-taught woman started as a novelist, it's all the more amazing that 
she later became the biggest selling writer the world has ever seen. 

1. Shot in England, where it was sometimes screened as simply a Double Decker, 
this US comedy-adventure for children proved popular on both sides of the 
Atlantic. The story centered on a group of children whose clubhouse was a 
double-decker bus situated in a junk yard. The show made a lasting impact of its 
generation, probably owning to the repeats that ran during subsequent holidays. 

2. Imagine coming out of your home, or back to the car park from a shopping  
trip you discover that your car isn't where you left it. What should you do? Call 
your local police station — you'll find their number in the phone book. The police 
will rarely attend the scene of the crime because there isn't much they can do. 
Instead they will alert patrolling officers and also pass the details on theе Police 
National Computer (PNC), and the details of your stolen car will be circulated 
across the country. 
3. They use sunlight and the green in their leaves to make sugar from carbon 
dioxide (which they breathe in with their leaves during the day) and water. This 
sugar is then used to give the plant energy so that it can grow. The process is 
called photosynthesis and is the most important process on the planet. 

4. Great emphasis is placed on their theatrical window displays, in particular 
during Easter and Christmas. The store is known primarily for its food hall, which 
features such English favourites as teas, biscuits, marmalades and the very British 
picnic hamper. 

5. A balanced diet is essential for good health, whether you are an elite athlete or 
embarking on your first fitness programme. Whatever your sport or exercise 
regime, you can optimise your training to reach your goal by 'eating for energy'. 

6. United Nations weapons inspectors who returned to Iraq before the war found 
no evidence that Iraq still had nuclear, chemical or biological weapons programs. 
Since the fall of Saddam in April, the US-led weapons hunt also has turned up no 
evidence that Iraq still had nuclear weapons program, and had released dozen of 
scientists held for questioning about such weapons. 



7. Customers with bicycles may not travel on trains advertised to arrive at London 
Paddington between 07.45 and 09.45, nor depart from Paddington between 16.30 
and 18.30 Mondays to Fridays. There are no restrictions on Saturdays, Sundays or 
Bank Holidays. 
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Task 2. Read the extract from the story "Much Ado about Nothing" from the 

book "Tales of Shakespeare" and fill in the gaps with the italicized words or 

the names from the box as shown in the example (0). 

                         Beatrice      Leonato       Claudio       
Benedick                                                              
                      Don Pedro      Hero         Messina 

 
There lived two ladies in the place of Messina, whose names were Hero and 

Beatrice. Hero was the daughter and Beatrice the niece of the Governor of 
Messina. Beatrice was of a lovely nature, and loved to    make jokes and to amuse 
her cousin Hero, who was more serious. 

At the time when this story begins, several young men of high rank in the 
army came to visit Leonato. They were passing through Messina on their way 
home from the war which had just ended, in which they had distinguished 
themselves by their courage. Among them were Don Pedro, his friend Claudio and 
the witty Benedick. 

These strangers had been there before, and the Governor introduced them to 
his daughter and his niece as old friends  
and acquaintances. 

When Benedick entered the room, he began a lovely conversation with 
Leonato and Don Pedro. Beatrice, who didn't like to be left out of any 
conversation, interrupted Benedick, telling him that nobody marked what he was 
18 saying. Benedick, who like Beatrice, had sharp wit, didn't like her manner of 
making fun of him. He remembered that when he was last in Messina, it was he 
whom Beatrice selected to make fun of. In fact, when these two sharp wits had 
met in former times, they had always parted very displeased with each other. 
Therefore, when Beatrice interrupted him in the middle of the conversation, 
Benedick answered sarcastically: 

"What, my dear lady, are you living yet?" 
Then a long argument followed, during which Beatrice called Benedick "Don 

Pedro's jester". This sarcasm made Benedick simply hate Beatrice. 
The modest lady Hero was silent before the noble guests;  and while Claudio 

was admiring her beauty, Don Pedro was amused listening to the humorous 
dialogue between Benedick and Beatrice. 

He said to Leonato in a whisper, "This young lady would  
be an excellent wife for Benedick." 

Leonato answered, "Oh, my lord, if they were married for only a week they 
would talk themselves mad." But Don Pedro did not want to give up the idea of 
marrying these two sharp wits. 

Ex a mp l e :  

Line 1 two ladies [Beatrice and Herol __________        (0) 

Line 3 Governor [ _______ ]              _________        (1) 



 Line 12 these strangers [ _______ ]  ___________  (2) 

 Line 12 there [                        1 _______________  (3) 

 Line 18 him [ ____ ___ ] ___________________  (4) 

 Line 22 two sharp wits [________ ] ___________  (5) 

 Line 31 the noble guests [ _______ ]  __________  (6) 

 Line 35 he [ ________ ] ____________________  (7) 

 

Task 3 You are going to read extracts from stories about famous women. For 

questions 1—9 choose from the names A—G. The names may be chosen more 

than once. There is an example at the beginning (0). 

Who/Whose 

was a bright pupil?         ( D )   (0) 

was honored with the title of Hero for her historic                  (1) 

deed?  

was the leader of the party which struggled for wo-                (2) 

men's rights?  

worked as a nurse and a teacher and always helped            (3) 

poor and sick people?  

daughter shared her mother's views?                 (4) 

succeeded as the leader of her party and was awarded          

the order for her remarkable work for the country?                (5) 

waited for her parental permission to realise her dream            (6) 

to become a nurse? 

began to help people in her childhood because her               (7) 

father also always helped people? 

worked as a nurse at war?            (8) 

has published several books, and in one of them de-            (9) 

scribed her experience of being a politician? 

 
A Florence Nightingale was impatient with a life without meaningful 

purpose. By age 24, Florence rejected a marriage proposal and decided to 
be a nurse. The news horrified her parents. For several years Florence 
pleaded with her parents, with God and suffered a near nervous 
breakdown, but never considered disobeying her parents' wish. At last, in 
1851 her parents permitted her to study nursing at an institution in 
Germany. Two years later, she was appointed superintendent of the 
institution. Her administration was very successful and so was the changes 
made to the institution. 

В Louisa May Alcott lived most of her life in Boston and Concord. She 
worked as a teacher for a short time. Next, she worked as a housekeeper 
and finally began writing. Her first books were written quickly. Then, 
Alcott volunteered to be a Civil War nurse, where she caught typhoid and 
was sent home. But, from this experience her book Hospital Sketches 



became famous. Soon, her stories were chosen for the Atlantic Monthly. 
Her most popular book was Little Women. It described her own childhood, 
as many of her other books: Aunt Joe's Scrap Bag, Little Men, Eight 
Cousins and others. 

C Emmeline Pankhurst was disappointed with the political     parties of the 
time and formed the Women's Franchise League in 1889 which called for 
married women to have the vote in local elections. And in 1898 she organised 
the Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU). As the media appeared to 
have lost interest in the struggle for women's rights, the WSPU decided to 
take radical actions. Emmeline and her eldest daughter Christabel were 
arrested and imprisoned several times. While in prison,  Emmeline endured 
hunger strikes. These radical measures shocked both the nation and the 
political establishment, particularly when other women began committing acts 
of civil disobedience in support of the WSPU.  

D   Marie Curie was born Maria Sklodowska as the fifth and youngest child 
of Bronislava Boguska, a pianist, singer and teacher and Wladislaw 
Sklodowski, a professor of mathematics and physics. From young she was 
remarkable for her prodigious memory and at the age of 16 she won a gold 
medal on a competition of her secondary education at Russian lycee. In 1891, 
she went to Paris. She worked late hours and virtually lived on bread and 
butter and tea. In 1804 she was placed the second in the license of mathemati-
cal sciences. It was then that she married Pierre Curie, a famous scientist.  

E    Valentina Tereshkova was born to a peasant family in Yaroslavl region 
of the former USSR. Soon after starting work in a textile mill at the age of 18, 
Valentina joined an amateur parachuting club. She was a hard worker. Later, 
at the age of 24, she applied to become a cosmonaut. On June 16, 1963 
Tereshkova was launched into space aboard   Vostok 6. She became the first 
woman to travel in space. Her flight lasted 48 orbits totaling 70 hours 50 
minutes in space. She spent more time in orbit than all the US Mercury 
astronauts combined. Valentina received the Order of Lenin and Hero of the 
Soviet Union awards for her historic flight. 

 F Mother Teresa, originally born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in Skopje 
(present day Macedonia). Her family belonged to the Albanian community. 
Her father was a businessman who owned a building company and a food 
shop. Agnes's father taught her first lessons of charity. She took care of 
widows and their children in her neighborhood. At the age of 12, she felt a 
desire to spend her life for God's work. In 1928, she left for the Sisters of Our 
Lady of Loreto in Ireland. She was 18 then. She learned to speak English and 
was trained in religious life. With the Legion of Mary Teresa worked in 
Bengali where she helped sisters in hospital; in Calcutta she worked as a 
teacher. And wherever she was, she cared and served the poor and disabled.  

G Margaret Thatcher was born in England in the family of grocer and 
dressmaker. Her father was involved in local politics. Early in her life she 
decided to be a member of the Parliament. In 1950 Margaret married Denis 
Thatcher, got her degree from Oxford and worked there as a research chemist. 
In 1959 she won a seat in Parliament. In 1970 to 1974 she served as the 
Minister of Education and Science. Once she was put in the newspaper for the 
most unpopular woman in Britain, but she continued to rise the ranks and 
succeed as the leader of her party in 1975. In 1979 general elections Mrs. 
Thather became the first woman to be elected Prime Minister of Great Britain. 
She resigned in 1990. She was awarded an Order of Merit award by her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. She has written several books including one 
about her memories of her time as Prime Minister. 



 

Часть II. Грамматика и лексика 

Task 1. Choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

1. He arrived _________ you were asleep. 

           (a) during (b) for 

           (c) while (d)until 

2. She ________ red when she heard the news. 

            (a) grow  (b) turned 

  (c) has felt                         (d) looked 

 

3. Milk is pasteurized by heating it for thirty minutes at about 63 Centigrade, 
rapidly cooling it, and then___ ______ it at a temperature below 10 Centigrade. 

______ (a) to store (b) store 

              (c) be stored____________(d) storing__ 

4. Refrigerating meat ________ the spread of bacteria. 

              (a) retards (b) retarding 

______ (c) to retard_  (d) is retarded 

5. Alfred has not _________. 

              (a) lived lonelynessly in times previous 

              (b) never before lived sole 

              (c) ever lived alone before 

              (d) before lived without the company of his friends 

6. Because the first pair of pants did not fit properly, he asked for ____ . 

               (a) another pants                  (b) other pants 

             (c) the other ones                 (d) another pair 

7. One of my neighbours has _________me to tea.___ 

  (a) pleased                            (b) invited 

  (c) suggested                        (d) welcomed 

8. I’m                         in the news. 

               (a) exciting                           (b) interesting 

  (c) interested                         (d) interest 

9. I was a bit worried because I thought I might ____________ my train. 

  (a) be late                              (b) not reach 

               (c) lose                                  (d) miss 

10. She hasn’t written to me                                we met last time. 

               (a) since                                (b) ago 

               (c) for                                   (d) before 

 

Task 2. Read the passage below and write the appropriate form of each verb in 

brackets in the numbered blanks. There is an example at the beginning (0). 



Peter always (want) a car, so as soon as           had wanted (0) 

he he was old enough his mother bought him 

a car. She said, "(drive) carefully; and                          (1) 

you'd better learn everything about your en- 

gine so that you can (do) something about it                (2) 

if it (be) necessary." So, one weekend he                      (3) 
said to himself: "I should be learning about 
the engine of my car, but I'd rather (go)                         (4) 

for a drive in the country." It was spring, the 

sun (shine). The fields and the woods were     _____    (5) 

beautiful. He (drive) along quietly between     _____    (6) 

green fields when suddenly the car stopped. 

He couldn't understand what (happen). He        _____  (7) 

checked the petrol supply. It seemed all right. 

Then he suddenly (hear) a cough very near     _____    (8) 

his left ear. He turned and (see) an old            ______  (9) 

horse looking at him over the fence. "You'd 

better (have) a look at the sparkling                ______  (10) 

plugs," the horse said, and then (go) off          ______  (11) 
to eat grass again. Peter was so surprised 
that he ran to a farm a few metres down the 
road and (tell) the farmer about it.          (12)                

 

Task 3. Read the following text and look carefully at each numbered line. 

Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which should not be there. 

If a line is correct, put a tick (V) after it. If a line has a word which should not be 

there, write down this word. There are two examples at the beginning: (0) and 

(00).  

National Postal Museum 

For over 350 years the British Post Office    _V ___       (0) 

has provided postal service to the public. In 1840, 

Britain had introduced the world's first postage       had        (00) 

stamp, the Penny Black. Nowadays, the Post                           (1) 

Office and the Royal Mail play an important part 

in all of our lives. Their unique heritage is held        _              (2) 

at the National Postal Museum. From the Pen-                        (3) 

ny Black to the latest issues, all the stamps of the                   (4) 

Great Britain are on show in the main gallery. 

The historic stamps of the Great Britain can be                       (5)  

seen in the world famous Philip's collection. 



Letters have been sent for hundreds of years.                          (6) 

The fascinating markings are put on them since                      (7) 

1660 by Post Office enable us to trace the evolu 
tion of services at home and in overseas. In the                       (8) 

Frank Staff collections, you can see an early                           (9) 

methods of addressing, follow the development 

of Penny Postage and transatlantic mail.                                (10) 

 

Task 4. Identify the one underlined word or phrase that must be changed in 

order for the sentence to be correct. 

1.  John lived in New York since 1960 to 1975, but he is now living in Detroit. 

     А           В                    C            D 

 

2. The fire began in the fifth floor of the hotel, but it soon spread to adjacent 

floors. 

A  B  C           D 

3. Mrs. Anderson bought last week a new sports car; however, she has vet to 

learn 

          А                      В              С 

how to operate the manual gearshift. 
     D 
 
4. When I invited Jack to the party I was afraid he will refuse to come. 

 

   А         В               С                  D 

5. A salesmen who knows what his customer's needs are is the best one. 
А        В               C                  D 
 

6. Though Alex hasn't been to school for two months, he is sure he'll push the 

exams. 

                               А                                В                   С          D 

7.1 heavily knew the people I was going to meet. 

         A         B  C  D  

8.  My father broke his car so he couldn't read the newspaper. 

 A                       B  C  D  

 
9. A holiday is supposed to be a minute for relaxing. 

A          B  C  D  

10. Thackeray wrote a number of novels and became very popular and 
unknown. 

           A                   В                    С                 
D 


